
The Coastline Paradox Exhibition Opens at GES-2 House of Culture

On 19 September, The Coastline Paradox exhibition will open  
at GES-2 House of Culture. This project is dedicated to Kamchatka  
and comprises five parts that, like waves, interact and transform  
the landscape of the exhibition, providing various perspectives  
on the region’s history, nature, and culture. The exhibition summarises 
the results of the public programme of the same name, which took 
place in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky in the spring of 2024. This 
programme is part of the broader initiative GES-2: Cities, through 
which the House of Culture implements projects with artists and urban 
communities in various regions of Russia.

The coastline paradox is a mathematical concept that illustrates  
the impossibility of accurately measuring the length of a coastline, 
as measurements can vary significantly depending on the scale used. 
The finer and more detailed the scale, the greater the final length. 
In the context of this exhibition, the paradox reflects the myriad 
connections between Kamchatka and different parts of the world, 
people, and events, demonstrating that the symbolic borders of the 
region—the metaphorical coastline—are much broader than their 
formal geographical counterparts.

Thus, the paradox illustrates the core idea of the project:  
it is impossible to define and confine a place like Kamchatka.  
Nature and history, culture and science, the diversity of peoples  
and languages, the nuances of urban life and traditional customs 
intertwine to create intricate patterns that shape the lives and 
identities of people from around the globe.

Yaroslav Aleshin, Exhibition Projects and Urban Integration 
Programmes Curator, V–A–C Foundation and GES-2 House  
of Culture:

“We aimed to discover an image that encapsulates Kamchatka 
as both a tangible place and a way of life: a collection of natural 
and cultural processes that occur simultaneously and are 
inextricably linked. During our initial visit to the peninsula, 
 we ventured to Khalaktyrsky Beach, a popular spot for  
surfers from Russia and beyond. We met individuals who  
later became participants and co-curators of our project.  
Most importantly, the experiences and sensations connected 
to this place coalesced into one living, dynamic, yet consistently 
recognisable picture.”

The primary metaphor of the exhibition is the image of a volcanic 
beach along the ocean coast, where significant geological and 
climatic processes unfold. Here, countless living organisms coexist 
and compete, and the interests of various individuals intersect  
or resonate. A wave washing ashore alters the outline of the beach  
and the arrangement of objects upon it. The landscape is in constant 
flux while remaining inherently itself. This principle of transformation 
guides the exhibition’s mechanics; throughout the display, the 
exhibition will evolve multiple times due to a system of movable 
screens and shifting exhibits, creating a sequence of independent 
parts. Each section is uniquely composed from the same art and 
documentary materials and offers a distinctive perspective on life  
in Kamchatka, contextualising it against similar or contrasting Russian 
and international backgrounds.
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Exhibition schedule

19 Sep—13 Oct 2024
Life Not Here: This section explores human life strategies  
in Kamchatka, questioning the necessity of leaving, the nature  
of “real life,” and when it should commence.

15 Oct—4 Nov 2024
Remove Not Keep: This part examines the processes and logic 
of resource consumption—natural, human, and symbolic—the 
repercussions of their extraction, and models of sustainable 
development.

6—24 Nov 2024
Kamchatka Island: A reflection on local identity formation  
and the diverse ways in which these identities are expressed.

26 Nov—15 Dec 2024
Language on the Brink: This section delves into the existence  
of language at the intersection of nature, other languages, and 
cultures, while also prompting introspection on our internal borders.

17 Dec 2024—12 Jan 2025
Ring of Fire: This final part invites contemplation on how science  
and culture thrive in extreme natural and climatic conditions, which 
in turn become subjects of study.

The exhibition features works by artists who participated in the 
Kamchatka programme, alongside objects from Russian museum 
collections, reflecting the multifaceted exploration, development, 
and public presentation of the Kamchatka region since the 
seventeenth century.

GES-2: Cities is a series of projects designed to cultivate  
and discover new forms of collaboration between artists  
and urban communities across various regions of Russia.  
As part of this programme, curators at the House of Culture  
develop art projects in partnership with local communities.  
The culmination of this work is an exhibition held at GES-2, 
showcasing the outcomes of these regional collaborations.
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